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advisedly as applied to the suoject and its treatment, while I only profess to use the term of 'Comedy' in the broadest sense in which it can be applied to the present piece." The play was not enthusiastically received, and it was withdrawn after a run of about eight weeks.
The Rose and the Ring was adapted for representation on the stage by Mr. H. Savile Clarke, and set to music by Mr. Walter Slaughter. It was produced on the afternoon of December 20, 1890, at the Prince of Wales's Theatre, with Miss Violet Cameron, Mr. John le Hay, and Mr. Harry Monkhouse in the cast; and it was played until the end of the following January.
Vanity Fair was next mutilated by no less a person than Mr. J. M. Barrie, who had taken from the novel the scene which shows Becky fallen upon evil days, with the Pumpernickel students for companions, making her last attempt upon the susceptible but slippery Jos Sedley, and, by showing a love-letter that the faithless George has written, bringing Amelia and Dobbin together. This piece was produced in June or July, 1893, at Terry's Theatre, with an exceptionally strong cast.
Becky Sharp     .      .      Miss JANET ACHURCH.
Major Dobbin    .      .      MR. CHARLES CHARRINGTON.
Amelia       .      .      .      Miss ANNIE HUGHES.
Jos Sedley   .      .      .      MR. EDMUND MAURICE.
Esmond has had by far the worst fate in this respect, for it has been dramatised at least three times. Mr. E. H. Sothern had a version written for him; Mr. W. H. Wills wrote another for Mr. and Mrs. Kendal, who disposed of the play to Sir Henry (then Mr.) Irving, by whom it was handed over to the amateur dramatic club that bears his name, and by them was once performed,